
Did You Know?
       An earthquake can affect 
the length of a day
On March 11, 2011, an 8.9 
magnitude earthquake struck 
northeast Japan and altered the 
distribution of the earth’s mass,
causing it to rotate slightly 
faster and shortening the day by 
around 1.8 microseconds.

      Standing water smells before 
an earthquake
Ponds, canals, lakes and 
other standing water may give of 
an unpleasant smell or become 
slightly warmer before an 
earthquake, due to gases being 
released underground as the 
plates shift.

       Internal waves observed 
post-quake are called ‘seiches’
Sometimes after an earthquake, 
you can observe waves or 
sieches (pronounced ‘saysh’), 
sloshing in swimming pools, 
ponds and oher bodies of water. 
The swimming pool at the 
University of Arizona in Tucson 
lost water from a seiche caused 
by the 1985 earthquake in 
Mexico, 2000 km away.

       San Fransciso is moving 
toward Los Angeles
At the rate of about 2 inches per 
year, San Fransisco is moving 
toward LA at the same pace as 
the average growth of fingernails.


