
How much do you know 
about wildfires?

1. An average of 7 million acres of US 
    woodland burn every year.

1. True: Across the US, including Alaska, approximately 7 million 
acres of federal, tribal, state and private land burns annually.

True or False:

2. 1 in 5 wildfires are caused by humans.

3. Wildfires move faster downhill.

4. Some species of trees and shrubs require fire 
    to reproduce.

5. The ‘fuel’ (trees, plants, etc.) you see  
    burning isn’t really on fire. 

2. False: More than 4 out of 5 wildfires are caused by humans.

3. False: Fire moves faster uphill. The steeper the slope, the 
faster the fire travels.

4. True: Species such as Ceanothus and many types of 
closed-cone coniferous trees require heat to germinate.

5. True: The fuel itself is not on fire, but rather, is being convert-
ed into a gas. It’s the gas produced by the fuel that is actually 

burning.

7. Only YOU can prevent wildfires.

7. True:!

6. There are three broad types of fire spread: 
    Subterranean, Surface and Crown fires.

6. False: The three types of fire spread are: Ground - 
organic material in the soil is burning; Surface - leaf litter, fallen 

braches, etc. on the ground are burning; Crown - the top layer of 
foliage from trees is burning.


