
 

 

 

December 19, 2022 

 

New West Investment Inc. CWE 2210096.03 

565 North Magnolia Avenue 

El Cajon, California 92021 

Attention: Jon Cloud 

 

Subject: Response to Third-Party Review Comments  (Second Review) 

  11-Lot Residential Subdivision, 9463 Slope Street, Santee, California 

 

References: 1) Report of Geotechnical Investigation, 11-Lot Residential Subdivision, 9643 Slope Street, Santee, 

California, by Christian Wheeler Engineering, dated June 24, 2020, Report No. 2210096.01. 

 

  2) Response to Third-Party Review Comments, 11-Lot Residential Subdivision, 9463 Slope Street, 

Santee, California, by Christian Wheeler Engineering, May 13, 2022, Report No. 2210096.02. 

 

  3) Preliminary Grading Plan - Slope Street Subdivision, Koerner Engineering, City of Santee T.M. No. 

2020-01, scale 1”=30’, dated June 16, 2020 (revised March 2, 2022). 

 

  4) City of Santee T.M. No: 2020-01, Koerner Engineering, scale 1”=30’, dated November 8, 2021 

(revised March 2, 2022). 

 

  5) Geotechnical Third-Party Review (Second Review), Slope Street Residential Development 

(TM2020-01), South of Slope Street at Rhone Road, Santee, California, prepared by Geocon 

Incorporated, dated August 5, 2022. 

  

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

In accordance with your request, we have prepared this report to provide additional information as requested by 

Geocon, Inc. for the City of Santee. The review comment presented by the Geocon, Inc. and our corresponding 

response are presented below. The recommendations presented in our referenced report remain valid for the 

proposed project except as amended or modified herein. 

 

 
CHRISTIAN WHEELER 
E N G I N E E R I N G  
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Comment No. 2 Additional Response: The updated slope stability analysis shows a factor of safety 

of at least 1.5 as required by the City of Santee. However, the shear strength parameters presented in the 

analysis appear to be based on remolded shears of soil compacted to a dry density of at least 90 percent of 

the laboratory maximum dry density. The project geotechnical consultant should provide shear tests on 

the site conditions (i.e. the landslide debris) on relatively undisturbed ring samples, not remolded 

samples. Please provide updated test results to confirm the shear strengths of the existing and proposed 

geologic conditions. Additional slope stability analyses may be required based on the results of the 

laboratory tests.   

 

CWE Response: Two additional borings were drilled within the southern portion of the site in order to collect 

relatively undisturbed, ring samples of the landslide debris.  The locations of those borings are presented on Plate 

No. 1 of this report and the logs of the additional explorations are presented in Appendix A of this report.  Five 

direct shear tests were performed on representative samples of the landslide debris collected from the recent 

borings.  The testing was performed in accordance with ASTM D3080.  The results of these three tests are 

presented in Appendix B of this report.  The results of the direct shear testing indicate that relatively undisturbed 

samples of the landslide debris demonstrate shear strengths in excess of those modelled in our previous slope 

stability analyses, which demonstrated a minimum factor-of-safety of 1.5 (CWE, 2022).  As such, additional slope 

stability analyses are not considered warranted.    

 

If you have any questions after reviewing this report, please do not hesitate to contact our office.  This opportunity 

to be of professional service is sincerely appreciated. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

CHRISTIAN WHEELER ENGINEERING 

 

 

 

David R. Russell, C.E.G. #2215 Shawn C. Caya, R.G.E #2748  

DRR:drr:scc 

Distribution: jon@nwinvestmentinc.com 
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Appendix A 
 

 

 

Logs of Additional Borings 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 







Appendix B 
 

 

 

Additional Laboratory Test Results 
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ADDITIONAL LABORATORY TEST RESULTS 

11-LOT RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISION 

9463 SLOPE STREET 

SANTEE, CALIFORNIA 

 

DIRECT SHEAR (ASTM D3080) 
 

 

Sample Location Boring B-3 @ 6½’ Boring B-3 @ 21’ Boring B-3 @ 25’ 
Sample Type Rel. Undisturbed Rel. Undisturbed Rel. Undisturbed 
Friction Angle 
Cohesion 

30°                                  
500 psf 

29° 
950 psf 

30° 
550 psf 

 

 

Sample Location Boring B-4 @ 11½’ Boring B-4 @ 21’  
Sample Type Rel. Undisturbed Rel. Undisturbed  
Friction Angle 
Cohesion 

15°                                  
900 psf 

24° 
1,000 psf 
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